
By EVE MARX
A native New Yorker, Katonah-based 

novelist Deborah Batterman lived in the 
city during the AIDS crisis and was per-
sonally affected. 

“My husband and I had just gotten mar-
ried,” the author recalled. “He and his 
partner in design were just opening a store 
in East Hampton. The partner lived in Sag 
Harbor. He was a gay man. Within months 
of signing the lease, he was diagnosed 
with AIDS. I was working at the time for a 
foundation involved in AIDS. I wrote their 
newsletter. But even with my husband’s 
work partner diagnosed and my writing 
about it, none of us at the time really knew 
what was happening.” 

Ms. Batterman’s new book, “Just Like 
February,” is a novel spanning the years 
1969 through 1986. “1986 was the year 
the Challenger exploded,” Ms. Batterman 
said, referring to the 10th flight of the 
space shuttle Challenger, which on Jan. 28 
of that year broke apart 73 seconds after 
takeoff, killing all seven crew members. 

“I always reference events in history to 
help me tell my stories,” Ms. Batterman 
said. “For me, the ‘60s didn’t really start un-
til the end of the decade and into the ‘70s.” 

Her novel opens in 1974 with the wed-
ding of her main character Rachel’s parents 
when she was 5, and ends in 1986 with Ra-
chel’s sexual awakening just as her beloved 
Uncle Jake, a gay man, is dying of AIDS. 
A poignant coming-of-age story, “Just Like 
February” unfolds as Rachel is forced to 
reckon with a home broken by the stormy 
love between her mother, a social worker, 
and her father, a Vietnam veteran, and a 
heart broken by the realities of homopho-
bia and AIDS.  

The book is scheduled for release by 
Spark Press April 10. 

Ms. Batterman has been a writer, editor 
and teaching artist. A story from her debut 
collection,  “Shoes Hair Nails” was nomi-
nated for the Pushcart Prize. Her stories 
and essays have appeared in a number of 
literary publications. 

The title, she said was inspired by the 
novel’s character, Jake, the uncle at the 
heart of the story, who was born Feb. 29. 
“The title is intended to suggest a certain 
randomness in the way our lives pan out,” 
she said. 

“February is also the month on the cusp 
of seasonal change — daylight is notice-
ably longer, and one day you’ll get a whiff 
a spring, followed by a snowstorm,” she 
added. “As the shortest month of the year, 
February is evocative of a life cut short.” 

Ms. Batterman said her primary charac-
ter, Rachel, came to her quite naturally. “I 
saw her born in the summer of ‘69,” Ms. 
Batterman said. “The moon landing was 
that year. As a writer, you hear a voice and 

you see something possible.” 
She said defining moments in the coun-

try’s history, such as the 1976 bicentennial,  
and the “Son of Sam” serial killings in New 
York around the same time, gave shape to 
her story’s timeline. “I like to do research. 
I like to extrapolate key moments in our 
collective conscious that help us remem-
ber where we were at that time.” 

One of her writing techniques is to im-
merse herself in the music of the times. 

“I like to listen to the music of the period 
while I’m in the writing process. There’s a 
scene in the novel where they go to a bi-
centennial party on the Upper West Side 
and ‘White Rabbit’ by the Jefferson Air-
plane is playing. In another scene, they’re 
listening to the song ‘Y.M.C.A.’ I could lis-
ten to ‘YMCA’ right now and cry. It’s one of 
the most upbeat songs ever and then look 

what happened.” 
When Ms. Batterman’s character Ra-

chel learns her beloved Uncle Jake is gay, 
she keeps that information to her herself. 
Handsome and mysterious, Jake fills Ra-
chel’s life with stories, sends her postcards 
and brings her gifts from his exotic travels. 
He’s so much more fun than her parents. 
But when he becomes sick, she doesn’t 
dare speak of it even to her best friends. 

One day it dawns on her that secrecy 
does more harm 
than good. 

Ms. Batterman, 
her husband and 
their young daugh-
ter moved to Kato-
nah from Brooklyn 
in 1991. They rented 
a charming cottage 
before purchasing a 
home in the Increase 
Miller neighborhood. 
Their daughter, a John 
Jay High School grad-
uate, works in the film 
business and lives in 
Los Angeles, California. 

“We were looking for 
a place out of the city, but it had to have 
three things,” Ms. Batterman said. “It had 
to have a bookstore; there was a bookstore 
in Katonah called the Bookworm. It had 
to have a health food store with a bulletin 
board and a funky café. There was a health 
food store in Katonah and also the Baker’s 
Café. Katonah had all the requirements, 
including a library.” 

She added, “I was working freelance, so I 
could live any place, and my husband had 
a business that didn’t require us to be in 
the city. But I needed to be able to get to 
the city easily.” 

As a novelist, the value of looking in the 
rear view is you get to see how things have 
changed and how they haven’t, Ms. Batter-
man said. 

“We’re living in a pretty dark time now 
and some of the things we’re visiting are 
things we thought we’d already gotten 
past.” For example, the author said she 
sees parallels between Rachel’s reckoning 
with her uncle’s sexuality and social atti-
tudes today. “Homophobia is almost as bad 
now as it was back then,” she said. 

“So looking back is a way of seeing if 
we’ve made progress and if we haven’t. It’s 
also a chance to remind us of the stories 
that inform us as the people we are now,” 
she noted.

In addition to writing fiction, Ms. Batter-
man also publishes a blog, which she de-
scribes as an exploration of all the big and 
small things that impact our daily lives. To 
find out more about the author, visit debo-
rahbatterman.com.
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The solar eclipse of 2017, as seen Monday afternoon in Pound Ridge.
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By JESS FASANO
“All of a sudden I heard this 

whoosh!” 
Katonah resident Nancy Bellini 

described the moment she looked 
up Monday evening to see a hot air 
balloon descending over Douglas 
Drive. Ms. Bellini, who lives on the 
corner of Douglas Drive and Valley 
Road, explained the balloon was 
low enough that she could hear its 
operator and two passengers. She 
shouted advice to land on nearby 
Rasor Field, but the balloon man-
aged to touch down safely in the 
cul-de-sac on Douglas. 

“It was pretty wild,” Ms. Bellini 
said, although she admitted it was 
also “a little scary” to see the air-
craft coming in for an unexpected 
landing in a residential area. 

Ms. Bellini added, “It’s not some-
thing you see every day.” 

Danielle Garavito, Ms. Bellini’s 
niece, was on her way to her aunt’s 
house when she first spotted the 

balloon traveling overhead near 
Katonah Elementary School.

Ms. Garavito explained that the 
aircraft did not seem to be in flight 
for long. She noted that she heard 
the operator shout to residents be-
low, “I’m looking for a big yard,” 
before maneuvering the balloon 
into the cul-de-sac. Ms. Garavito 
said the commotion on the street 
drew several residents out of their 
homes. According to Ms. Garavito, 
she and approximately 20 other 
observers “were amazed” at the 
balloon’s graceful landing.

“It was quite impressive,” she 
said. 

The incident occurred at ap-

proximately 7:30 p.m. The balloon 
was occupied by a pilot and two 
passengers. 

Bedford Police, who were at the 
scene, said that it had started its 
flight in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
but as darkness approached the 
operator needed a safe place to 
land away from power lines.

According to Ms. Garavito, after 
it landed the balloon was quickly 
deflated and packed into a trailer 
that had followed it to the emer-
gency landing site.

Scott Gillet, of Katonah, worked 
with several other residents to help 
deflate the balloon. “All of us flat-
tened it out by walking on it,” he 
said, a process that took approxi-
mately 20 minutes. Neighborhood 
kids joined in, trying to force out 
all of the air. 

Mr. Gillet was walking to his 
girlfriend’s house on Douglas 
Drive when he first spotted the air-

By LUCIE COUILLARD
With summer’s quiet starting to give 

way to the bustle of fall, Steve Conti, 
Pound Ridge director of finance, and 
the town board are beginning to pre-
pare the town’s 2018 budget, which is 
no quick feat.

At the beginning of the budget plan-
ning, Mr. Conti looks at how the cur-
rent year is progressing and uses that 
information to develop the coming 
year’s budget. 

“This is my process — seeing where 
we are before we can start next year,” 
Mr. Conti said. “I want to make sure 
that we didn’t miss anything in 2017.”

The New York state tax cap allows 
for a 1.84 percent increase next year, 
which for Pound Ridge amounts to 
$161,697. 

One significant development Mr. 
Conti noted is that 2017 marks the last 
year of the town’s Open Space Acqui-
sition Tax, which raised $92,000 from 
taxpayers this year alone. That amount 
counts against the tax cap. Although 
meeting the tax cap is always a chal-
lenge, the expiration of the open space 
tax levy will give the town a little more 
breathing room to operate beginning 
next year, Mr. Conti said.  

Certain aspects of the budget are 
fixed and easier to predict for the 
coming year, however, that is not the 
case for incoming sales tax and mort-
gage tax revenue, he noted. Since the 
town does not control either of those 
revenue sources, they can vary greatly. 
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Pound Ridge

Resident will 
take library 
helm part time

By LUCIE COUILLARD
The Pound Ridge Library Board 

of Trustees announced to the staff 
on Wednesday afternoon that it had 
named Gloria Koster, a 39-year resi-
dent of Pound Ridge, as  director.

Ms. Koster will serve on a part-
time basis, working three days a 
week. Her first official day in her new 
role will be Sept. 
19, however, be-
fore that date she 
will be filling in 
for librarian Alan 
Ramsay while he is 
on vacation. 

“Gloria is a very 
kind and thought-
ful woman,” board 
President Miriam 
Schindel, who was 
accompanied by 
board member Mi-
chele Gage, told the staff. “She is a 
team player. She shared ideas that 
will be very helpful in shaping the 
course of the library in the future, 
and she’ll stay the course regardless 
of the bumps along the road. That’s 
something we all are looking forward 
to and need.”

The evening before, the board an-
nounced at its regular meeting that 
it had made an offer to a candidate, 

which had been accepted. However, 
it would not provide the name or 
other details about the individual 
pending the completion of the civil 
service review process. The library 
director is a civil service position 
and hiring for the role is subject to 
specific guidelines. 

Also during the board meeting, 
Ms. Gage told the 
board that details 
of the 2018 pro-
posed library bud-
get was scheduled 
to be mailed to 
residents Thurs-
day, Aug. 31. 

The board on 
Tuesday set a date 
for the library’s 
annual meeting 
at 7:30 p.m., Sept. 
20. The agenda 

will include a presentation on the 
proposed budget. Ms. Gage encour-
ages residents to email the board 
at trustees@poundridgelibrary.org 
with questions they wish the board 
to cover. The library is located at 271 
Westchester Ave.

Residents will vote on the 2018 li-
brary budget and elect library trust-
ees Sept. 26. As many as four trustee 

Town of Bedford

Charging stations in 
line for an upgrade 

By JEFF MORRIS
The town’s electric vehicle charg-

ing stations will be replaced and up-
graded, thanks largely to a resident’s 
initiative. 

The Bedford Town Board an-
nounced the plans for the charging 
stations at its Aug. 15 meeting.

Robert Kohler of Katonah actu-
ally built his own electric car, and 
was then dismayed to discover that 
none of the town’s five charging sta-
tions were functional. He has been 
working to solve the problem for six 
months, he said at the meeting.

Mr. Kohler was initially leery of 
working with ChargePoint, the firm 
that had done the original installa-
tion, but was won over after discus-
sions with them. He realized that the 
town’s existing stations, located in 
the Katonah commuter parking and 
elsewhere, were outdated and repre-
sented obsolete technology. As a re-
sult of his efforts, the town will be 
entering into a new agreement with 
ChargePoint, not only to update to 
state-of-the-art electrical vehicle 
charging stations, but to install an 
additional station in Bedford Village 
Memorial Park. Mr. Kohler said the 
town will be receiving a complete 
rebate for the existing charging sta-

tions, and ChargePoint will maintain 
the new ones.

Mr. Burdick pointed out that under 
the new agreement, ChargePoint will 
provide a local relationship manager 
and not have to fly in a representative 
from California to service the town’s 
needs. He also thanked Ellen Calves 
of Bedford 2020, who spoke of the 
importance of electric vehicles to the 
town’s climate action plan. She noted 
27 percent of the community’s green-
house gas emissions are produced 
by transportation, and said Bedford 
2020 strongly supported the town’s 
efforts both in purchasing electric 
vehicles for municipal use and in 
providing public charging stations.  

Comptroller Abraham Zambrano 
gave two price quotes, one for the re-
placement of the existing five charg-
ing stations, and one for the installa-
tion of the new one. The total project 
is budgeted at $100,140. The town 
will use $30,000 of an existing 2016 
fund earmarked for the repair of the 
stations and $70,140 out of the gen-
eral fund for the remainder of the 
funding. 

Mr. Burdick noted that the state 
comptroller had ruled towns are 
not permitted to give away electric-
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Hot air balloon makes unplanned landing in Katonah 

SCOTT GILLET PHOTO

Spectators watch the hot air balloon begin to deflate after its unexpected 
landing in the cul-de-sac on Douglas Drive in Katonah Monday evening.
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By NICOLE VALINOTE
The partial solar eclipse that 

dominated the sky, and people’s 
newsfeeds, on Monday, created an 
air of excitement and anticipation 
around the Katonah area. During 
the period between 1:23 and 2:44 
p.m., as the partial solar eclipse 
took place, local residents weighed 
in on the astronomical phenom-
ena. 

“It’s pretty exciting,” said Con-
nie Kamerman, sitting on a bench 
near the Katonah Village Library. 
“I don’t remember one happening 
before in my lifetime. There prob-
ably was one in my lifetime, but I 
don’t remember it.”

Ms. Kamerman’s son, William 
Kamerman, who was sitting with 
her, said he was excited to see an 
eclipse for the first time using 
eclipse glasses, rather than a shoe-
box with a pinhole cut into it.

“We’ve had I think 52 phone 
calls this morning asking for 
eclipse glasses, which we don’t 
have,” Ms. Kamerman, who works 
at the Katonah Village Library, 
laughed. She said that the commu-
nity interest was contagious. “It’s 
mostly exciting because everyone 
else is so excited,” she added. 

Peter Cybula, a Pound Ridge res-
ident, said he didn’t know about 

the eclipse until two days before. 
Mr. Cybula said he works at Kel-
loggs & Lawrence, and 90 percent 
of the calls they have recently re-
ceived have been about buying 
eclipse glasses, which the store 
does not sell. 

Mr. Cybula said he felt the eclipse 
was overblown and wouldn’t make 

an event of viewing it.
“Maybe it’s just me,” Mr. Cybula 

said. “I’ve never had an interest in 
stuff like that. You just look and 
then you forget about it. There was 
something else going on one time, 
maybe it was a full moon or some-
thing. I came out, took a picture 
and then never looked back at the 
picture.”

Charlie Oestreicher, a John Jay 

High School student and Seth 
Prusko, a Ridgefield High School 
student, had prepared for the event 
by cutting pinholes in cereal boxes 
to watch the reflection.

“We both took earth science 
so we kind of know what’s going 
on,” said Charlie, who was walk-
ing with his friend on Katonah 
Avenue. “It’s exciting. We’re not in 
totality, but we’re going to look out 
for it.”

Some people working in the 
area hoped to document the solar 
eclipse. Annie Horn, a photog-
rapher and employee at William 
Raveis Real Estate, set up a cam-
era outside of the business, also on 
Katonah Avenue in the hamlet, to 
capture a time lapse of the chang-
ing light on her office building. Ms. 
Horn said she had to overcome all 
the misgivings about the danger 
of looking directly at the eclipse 
without taking safety precautions 
such as wearing special glasses.

“But I wanted to try to think of a 
way to capture it that wasn’t about 
looking at a pinhole shadow for 
two hours,” Ms. Horn said, adding 
that she hoped the sky would clear 
and the clouds wouldn’t block the 
view. 

“I don’t want to miss it and I’m 

From words of wonder to ‘meh,’ 
skywatchers observe solar eclipse

‘We’ve had, I think, 
52 phone calls 

this morning asking 
for eclipse glasses, 

which we don’t have.’
— CoNNie KamermaN, a librariaN 

at the KatoNah Village library

‘I am hoping to have 
the library return to 
being a resource that 

everybody is 
comfortable in.’

— gloria Koster, library direCtor

‘It’s not something 
you see every day.’

—NaNCy belliNi, KatoNah resideNt

Pound Ridge

2018 
budget 
planning 
begins
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‘I like to listen to the music of 
the period while I’m in the 
writing process. There’s a 

scene in the novel where they 
go to a bicentennial party on 

the Upper West Side and 
“White Rabbit” by the 

Jefferson Airplane is playing.’
— Author Deborah Batterman

                  PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR

        Deborah Batterman and the 
               cover of her new book,  
                  “Just Like February.”

Coming of age novel explores heartbreak 
in the age of AIDS


